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Tab.1 Descriptive statistical results of variables
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thE W R 0.148 0. 355 0 1 2131
PO (=964 0.337 0.473 0 1 2131
TR 1.505 0. 807 0 5 9131
EREPNE 3. 884 1. 401 1 12 2131
B2 EEZ I (1=2) 0.372 0. 483 0 1 2131
Aol BT % 13.871 33.61 0 400 2131
V%S (FI5) 149. 883 669. 39 0 10000 9131

3.4 HEGRE

AR SCAE AR Al 22 SO FR bR O € A2 &, BRI T A4 & Ordered Probit 57 £ 1 HEL 7 7 55 X6
BINIA5 S p- A P WS R

Sales* =By *EC; + 8; * X; + & (D
Profits* = B, * EC; + 6, * X; + &, (2)

fE (1 M (2> K, Sales*FlProfits* 7y AR Jy R 2e & ) AR b8 M WSO 0 34 A1) 1) 32 252 Y
7845 5t (latent variables), 7748 & 5 SR W IAE S 20T MR R AT -

Sales/Profits=1, 7, < Sales*/Profits* <1,

Sales/Profits=2, 7; < Sales*/Profits* < 1,

Sales/Profits=8, 7, < Sales®/Profits* < g4



KAy, 15,1, 2 7 DUIEE, AT CERB R Rl T ok o ECRRm Ak A& 75 T e il 5 8l
WS TR SR A, X2 RIEHAR R, BAE A R MARRE . Ak i 2 SURRAE BL %
i DXCRFAIE = AN J2E IR S B o 2 A [ 23 A1 K B AL 3 30 550, AR AN LU0 £ B 3R 5 IR A A 1 I 285 93 A1

4 BEESTER

4.1 FE#EMHEIH

T2 WA THTE SIS EEGR M EARLE R, £ 245 (2) fMF] (4 MFEAE RS
R E M RN R R R . SR B, I EARE R RED I AE 10%F1 5%1 K- ERZFERIE, X
FROE A FRSATUREZERASMNALES . HEms, SEEFEMIERR 28 HE,
FE B W AL B E N AE 1 AT REPE$R R exp(0.122)-1=13%, 4 F i 9 ZF (1) 1T Be M5
exp(0.150)-1=16%. MK 2 FIHEEAL 2 KRG, FF U W JE X Aol % R 132 7 RO A 29 F 2 T4F 19 4F
MZ 82 3.6 FHE X TN NGRS TH S R . Fk, X g Rz REZIEE 5B E0.

EFEHI AR, BN I AL BN & T Dl 1R 2 N AR R,
Fir G I Al i 228 B I s IR 2 AL 2 20F BRI S 8CE B B IR RS20 s 5 S Al
S SUR B IR AE IR A 5K RE T DA S A ED N, (BT o8 B 2 S T 42 PRI A
WHERNE R 2 N2 SHEIER P O A BRA MR TS thah, Al i H G #5%
K. RTE, #RALLE E RIS S

R2 HTEHETSIVEE SR

Tab.2 The impact of e-commerce on business performance

AR BN HAE & R
OProbit OProbit OProbit OProbit
(D (2) (3) 4

TR A 1 R A2 R A 1 R 2

Ak 9 il 0. 122" 0.150™
(0. 064) (0. 069)

P Ris 0. 158™" 0.163™ 0. 005 0.011
(0. 050) (0. 050) (0. 055) (0. 055)

LR 0.006™ 0.006™ 0.007™ 0.008™
(0. 003) (0. 003) (0.003) (0. 003)
ZHEFR 0.026™ 0.025™ 0.044™ 0. 042"
(0. 009) (0. 009) (0.010) (0. 010)

3 R 0. 047 0. 041 0.023 0.016
(0. 077) (0. 077) (0.078) (0. 078)

A L 1% 0.225" 0.228" 0. 140 0. 144
(0.104) (0. 104) (0.110) (0.110)
Tt -0. 064 -0. 063 -0. 091 -0. 090"
(0. 042) (0. 042) (0. 044) (0. 045)

E| Y| 0. 060 0. 060 0. 048 0. 049
(0. 054) (0. 054) (0. 058) (0. 058)

EREPNE 4 0.027 0. 026 0.028 0. 025
(0.021) (0.021) (0.021) (0. 021)
B2 -0. 089" -0.091 -0. 091 -0.093



(0.049) (0.049) (0. 052) (0. 052)

s (O 0.096™" 0.095™ 0.073"™ 0.072™
(0.023) (0.023) (0.024) (0. 024)

ATH 0.516™ 0.5117 0.508" 0.502™
(0. 029) (0. 029) (0.032) (0. 033)

A YES YES YES YES

DS s 3 % &

N 2131 2131 2131 2131

Pseudo R’ 0.117 0.118 0.137 0.138

#: "p<0.01,""p<0.05,"p<0.1
42 WAL

SR M 45 AT RoR, TR SRR £ AN S ACH W3 I IE RN, H IR B R i
HBER N AR S, — 2R EE NS, HBETFESLSR2 N A rRE, X —REdEs
2 BT TR ) 1 AR R R L B M\ RN, e 5D NRE A K, HIX S R 3R A HE DL B B
Mg, MM/F=A 7T SRTENS. Z&&EFERNE. —Jmm, SDLESh PR R 2 Gk
fEH TR ST R 75—, A B R AT P 2% Lk i 9 2% 58 51, FF B 5 3\ BT 7 09 R T4
Ty S JE e 4« D T ARG SR AR R AN AN AT, DRI 8 75 R 0 B 1 A b AR A R H R 55 U7 TR
s

ARSCR A AR M 8 T RAR &, TR AR & 75 20 2 A S VA A A2 PR AN 264
MAH RN FERTE, TF B uh () b AE & BBz BRI AE Mg s i S, I HRe 7 it &
AR EAR BRI A S HOR, BRI AR A AT RE AR il e AE W BT MAMETEA KRG, Mk Th
e K2 EAAMATE LS, RAEEEEmMIMEESN, W =Afm, WA Rl EIX—
IRIER DL F, N FE, ASCERM T ABE LGN, HFEEN T HREN A EEET
Ki6 . £ 3 71, Durbin-Wu-Hausman #:5%: (DWH #:56) T 86 36 A\l W55 il 9 A= 4, ] BLAE /)N
T 1% R K EAEAATEAEN AR R ARG, WEIE I B E AN AN, Bt F S
Al 166.1 F1 159.3, #B KT F (N KT 10% i 1% 7K 7 [ I S5 4 16.38 WbnifE, REIAAIEAES TR
g e jL

Ao HIME T A S8 0 B Be s/ ek 2SLS. 55 1 HL AR B T AR I A AL A TE D7 vk LIML.
T EFME T HEAMN GMM E vkt AT flivh . GREIR, oW KB R 5%, S G Al ()7
W N TN R N 3 AE 1% K BB ENIE, HREEAG KA, X 7 NEHEFEIF LR $
AT TR I, FIESE T 7 S5A B TR THR 2 A A &8 513

X3 WAEMLAE. TETE

Tab.3 Endogenous processing: instrumental variables

HAF R Bk ESE! = RRE s BT
A
2SLS LIML GMM 2SLS LIML GMM
1.839™ 1.839™ 1.839™ 0.901™* 1.107™" 1. 107w
Ak W
(0. 362) (0. 308) (0. 362) (0. 247) (0. 209) (0. 255)
2 1) AP = YES YES YES

A1 YES YES YES



-0. 966" -0. 966" -0. 966" -0. 455" -0. 653" -0. 653"
I

(0. 330) (0. 335) (0. 330) (0. 226) (0.227) (0. 238)
FEA & 2131 2137 2137 2130 2137 2137
Vié 0.329 0. 3286 0. 3286 0. 370 0.3153 0.3153
DWH Chi®/F{H 36. 5501 20. 8411
(p-value) (0. 000) (0.000)
— M B F{H 166. 1 159.3

W Tp<0.01, Tp<0. 05, 'p<0. 1; FHIABEAREER . FE . ZHERE. BUATS. SORE. PO, FLasE. Fa AR
B SHHIRE NG . Ak 5 TR b W8 3% .

4.3 {fiEETE

ML S5 IR 2 G I AN BE I R BEALARE, SO AT RE R B OGB4 R, Ak R 22
) o TR T RA . R, AR SCR R A5 20 UL RCE (PSMD 1 S S SERE R k4T 4 1E,
B H T 5 IR 2 G SR IE AR R B B — Bt . AR A B VL RS (Propensity
Score Matching) ik iR . ot BT 25—, KRk 2 QDE K2 MR ER Y — TR
THEH IR 2 GV 2 5 A0 F 7 P 55 Bt s 55—, SR DURRUL S 75 v (k SZ4RULHE . A2 ILAC
FZUCHL R BB A M UL C ) ] SI2 56 2H R0 42 i ZH 3k 47 DL T, 401 fm) (B AH 3 13k 2 BB 38— A, 6] —
HPEA B A AR 28 =, TH RS A S G R AR 2R B G E 57, W1 B8 CATT),
Fe o AT LT T 45 R Al 8 B SRR AN

T A TR0 RNE SR AN R ILES 77 V5 0 S PSM 43T 45 SR CATT I IUE £ 0.213 3] 0.383
Z |, H#EAEG T ERE, RIMEHEFR SN REGER 20N gk, Hik, £45% 2 0FEK
S50 —80, BIE A A5 40 DU RCVE AR D AR PR RS, 7 45 0 b 28 S i) T Tl A AT 2 R
E O

x4 MEELAESE R

Tab.4 Propensity values match results

NG RFR ATT Bk 1R tfH
BRI B ICILRE (1:1) 0.383™" 0. 140 2. 74
BRI BT (1:4) 0.299™ 0. 124 2.42
N 0.241™ 0.103 2.34
AN 0. 265, 0. 102 2.59
Jey 38 26 T G it 0.213" 0.133 1. 60

VE: 5B ARIET bootstrap200 YO AR BRI R % F BITR A KB N 00008 BEULRE. 7 A4 PE I 14 UT 2 19 58 45 4
BB 0,06, 0.85 v L MBIRKAE 10% 5%, I%HEFHOKE T B%, REARSE 3 ME, R T A 6 E 2
4.4 BANEKE

A MBLHRAE B IR T M oC R4 . AR K FH B J1 = AN 7 T 7 %2 FL 1 R 55 2 ik 2 Ak
GRS SCE e % T BARON Fil KENNYBUFT 8 11 19 2 3 rp A WL kA 36 25 38 A 7 v

MAS BRI R, L7 55 TR FE B0 LR X 5 R AT BALE SR 2 6k 3 35k 31 5 2 1 5 ol 22



EARKT I E X BRSNS, R LS RETT, SRR R AR AR R, R 5
()~ FIHR T R T BURAS BRI A A 36 45 . B8 2 RS R AL E & T T oD R+
Bk . G5 R R, A AR F Al XS GE AR S I BOR S S T R R . AR 3, Ak
JEARBAAEGT ERFEONIE, EARBUEM TR 1 R P . B, AR T A RN
FAAEHIARE, T DAA) D ) 52 W 7 55 T DA 20 e 5 48 9 Bl 3 i BORAE B SR 3ok se I A alk 22
b O PERCE s

M & KRG, BT RS F3 T EERMN TG RITHIRELIES, ) BRI 5 58
75 LA 25 A BRI, AT 3 S — AR B S o P B o (A e X 48 o AR 2 2K K R R T E 2 70
TH AR AR B, 1 5 5 X % RS ) 37 ORI S o P FR B 5, A e X 4 (0 D RE R P R BE I 7e 7
R 5 H(4)~(6) LR T EF X IR R R MR AL MR g 25 R . BEIR 2 (45 RB R, Anlb 5 22 & &
FHNIE, RYTHE TS LY IR 2 Q&K itk M g, SR 1A, Al k528 & 7E
B3RS LR, HAKEHIUNE, AR 7 1k & W 282 i1 i 55 e iR 2 Gk 4
WS IR TE . H2b 13 3 50 .

MR ARAHRAE . HLF R S5 0 1R 2 Q0 (A5 SRS M T R R R 4%, AT 38 = 1 IR
2 QY B XU AR FHRE 77, AT AT BLAR $H G b 3 A v i e KU AN E PR . 3R 5 38 (T)~(9)FIl ik 5 T
B X DRI R AEATL 1) 0 6 25 R o A TR 2 ) DR AR R b B R B R XURS: AR R T PR o 45 SRR T
TEBC T A WS RT3 2 6 Mk 3 X AR HE RS PR RE 0 VA IR B0 T e Ak R IR 2 @ik (E
1E 1% K EARE). BEENE, WEEA 1 FIBA 3 50T AR, Al M5 A8 & ) & 50E
I T T EERRE AL, X R W] HL 7 55 7T DL o0 i 4 9 Bk 3 A0 JRURS A HE BE SR SE T Ak i 2
GiRk. H2c FEALT FKAE .

£5 PAVHRE
Tab.5 Mediation mechanism test
15 B AR T H KR M % R &4
(D) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9)
OProbit Probit OProbit  OProbit 0LS OProbit  OProbit  OProbit  OProbit
e A Al
BB A AR 7K
R i 5 W R ERNE 5 e N
BT HHEETT
#
BT 1 B2 BT 3 BRI B2 BT 3 BT 1 B2 B3
AL R % 0.150™ 0. 247" 0. 143" 0. 150" 2,027 0. 138" 0. 150" 0.099 0. 146"
(0. 069) (0.077) (0.069)  (0.069) (0.717) (0. 069) (0. 069) (0.062)  (0.069)
AL B AR 0.089"
BT MEE
Ah b Al 2 0.007™"
AT 2 K
(0. 054) (0.002)
AR 7 48 BE 0. 049"
71
(0. 028)
el & YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES
E=Rr YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES
KT 7 -2.711™ i3 i3 5. 664 i3 B i s



(0. 565) (6. 658)

FEAE 2131 2124 2131 2131 2131 2131 2131 2131 2131

pseudo # 0.138 0. 105 0.138 — 0. 046 — 0.138 0.021 0.138

E: 7p<0. 01, "p<0. 05, p<0. 1; EHIT &S5 RIMFA

4.5 RS

4.5.1 AV AR HLF R 55 AT B T R S AL SR IR AE S, SRR JE AR R R [ 22 KU ), X
Xt USSR BE 77 55 (0 o/ Aol i F EONE B, N, OOF SOk THE BB R RIESE T
L T8 45 160 51N AT LA RO i o /s il i % 240 i) 2T R AT Tk, 3RATTIA R L T 45 X IR £ 6
b S5 1) 5 60 A1 T i 2 DR A Ml R 6 A ) T A7 6 225 30 o 4 R BT SR X AR A i I JABE £ T 4 7092 5%,
AR 7 THT 8 Nk SO M, 8 AR B Bk SO R J L B ARk, 3% 6 11
B (1) ~ (2) FISERAAE LS AE K AL & wT LR B, Al 5 A8 5 i) R B AE v R R L b A
W REA A R 2E O IE, X B HL R 55 0 R 2 Bk SRk Y IE 1) 5 M S 4 32 B ol AR S, (HAX
AR R UL Bl al LA 7R S5 AR 2 s % .
*o6 BTHSWYEAMSRYNSRERM

Tab.6 The heterogeneous influence of e-commerce on the performance of enterprises

SR STk X

DRIAE & 3R DRIAE & 3 3 RIAE & 3R

£ (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)
AR R K UL B Al H—rlk H ok =k AR o 7

A A2 BRI 1R 2 B3 R BEAL2
A s -0.118 0.339" 0. 350" 0. 328" -0. 002 0. 160 0.153"
(0. 105) (0. 096) (0. 207) (0.129) (0.099) (0. 157) (0.076)

el & YES YES YES YES YES YES YES
A4 YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

DI & W W W W% W% W W
A& 1428 703 197 449 1485 345 1786
pseudo & 0. 067 0.079 0. 131 0.119 0.143 0. 147 0.137

VE: 'p<0.01,"p<0. 05, <0, 1y 155 A KM BRI R 1A R 55 % 3 A

452 @Y FEBECVRI, 8 2h A EAR AT b QI g SR SR AR R . AR
s CERZTFATI ) (GBIT 4754—2011) Xk 2 QML b #9 47 b J@ v 847 1 il 73, s b mr BA
WE - ME =R ERERE (0=, 1=5 "k, 2= =), g4 R
N, AR 2131 DM EEA T, A 1485 KAk g T =k, b B ERIE 7T0%. ER 6 HIE (3) ~
(5) Fil v, Al 4 5 AR 5 (1 R AR B — 7= RIS P M AR A b B O IE, 3R B Al R s AT LR s A
X RAT ML B b Y 28 SR B B =ML AT M R Al i A O AN BT

453 NPT T E H T XIS R A E IR RAERE R . e KRR ZEE
o AL T BRI A2 b (MAERHE:2018 4 [ BB K e i & ) o, fE 2018 4F HEKM
KR LA TR, ELF R X AL R, HARME AT AR X Y. X5
T 187 TEL K ) 5 08 90 T e 2 W 240 WL R S5 AE B s X SN, BE T A HR 1 15 55 00 3R 2 Gk S35 A 52
FEAE M X 72 57t o AR SORE AR YRR AR 4 3 DX % 70 9 AR AT oh 05 P A T AR A . 3R 6 HEE (6) ~ (7))

VRO IR (P PR I R R AR )



I gE e U RE N R R &, SR ER RBII KT EF, BAEFSERAFREEZEN. K
b, BRI, R S A R X R 2 Bl Al B SR B AE R T AR SR L X
46 REHERLK

Nt B R TR 55 IR 2 QDL ST F S8 R WA YE, ASCHE LU AT I BEAT T R Tk
K. H5E, HTRE S EE IR A IR 6 WS . AR ER A TR 2 k4l
M AMEHERAT N (0=7, 1=&). RT7H (L ~ (2D FMERER, £ UVE WU HE R
TENR BRI PTEBR , MEHER RN RBIY R ZENIE, XRY T/ 50 Ak 248 S0 1E
A5 ) 2 A AR 1

S8 I 2% 2 B i A G 375 3 ) o B D 3R P2 (R IR 2 G I B0 R F 9 35 T IR 4% 1 A R
AAF IS . A RBE TN, A 55 T A 0] 3 5K 2 G5 2 B A7) 46 i 4 2 W9 2% Rk SR LAY
AT SR VR, RETT R T AN AT AR H R R R, AN S T A R R E e
(GHAE R £ M Ak 23 B AR, DT K G b 5 10 T 1v 4 FH 9 S B 2 1200 A S o Ji A o 2% o 1 B i
P TR 2 QA SR JE M2, IRTTX — R 2B 2 MR 2 Gk 5Tk LK LT 18 55 1 15 17 52 0 2
BAUVIRAFAE . &5 6 B P e SR AL 05 2, FRATLL “ ARt A A7 Brs Az s 3l 8 62) TAR 2% K AN K7
TERR A M AR . R 79 (3) - () FIMERER, RN ANEE SUCH B3 K 1L
S . [RL, FEFER] T ORIEME N R A, BT R S Al s SN I R e A AR AR, X
W B A [ )5 45 R RS AR Y

K7 BHRETZEMEHZERREEI

Tab.7 Robustness analysis of substitution independent variables and control variables

FARE . HLIRA R4 & 3 R FARE . ERA [RA & 3 R
. Do) 2 4 B A O B AR A o JaR [P 2 11 g ) A
(D (2) (3) (4)
iR R 2 BRI 1 BT 2
¥R 2% 4 0. 128" 0.140™
(0. 050) (0. 055)
AL 0.116' 0. 145"

(0. 065) (0. 069)
SR AL M ) 9 0.008™ 0.008™"
TAEM A%

(0. 003) (0. 003)
et & YES YES YES YES
a4 YES YES YES YES
IR RS Wit it w 7
N 2131 2131 2131 2131
pseudo & 0.118 0.138 0.119 0.139

ME: 'p<0. 01, Tp<0. 05, "p<0. 15 T A R MEAR AR dEH R RS RIMEA

5 it

FEACKS FLIBC 8 J R PR 3R T

T, W2 AR 51 K AR 2 L G RN 2Tt

RIEBIEN TG T7, NEGACK 2 REF 45 /N 2« Byl 7 SRt VBl fegi2. A CLR 2



QM B TR 5, I AE 2019 AR IS ER 1 4 [ 1 U A 204 25 4% T HL T R A5 0 Al 2 S i
BRIV FRII T 5, B SRFERS TR 2Nk E S RE, JF HAE SR
TR UG, TS Ak 2 E GOSN AR THE S ARAEAE UL T HL T 55 AR A B e
W2 JE R “ By igin”, HAMI TR 2 G F AR RS “Hriia T B, fER L
JiH, TR SR 2 AL E N T AR S SR, SRBCE 2 ECRE R, HEIA T IE R R
WA RN e, A0 R RE 03 BG 0, AT y folk 288 SURER Bt T AR %A BR=, BT RS
xR 2 QL SR R AEAE 5 B . ANV REBER T, HL T 7 45 0 i R R DAk R Al (1 2278 B2
AEFWIL AR EHIX R, TR 550 HIR BRI e A B b o A X 3R 2 Gk Ak
28 SRR THE R R MATIEYERTE 7 7 550 55— R EE — 7k i 4l O 28 8 S
INE7PAX (I OP N

AWFTC T RRARBLAE BL R = A0 . B, R TR 2 R A 2 AR IR 2 BML S0 R
TR E AR T . DA RIBE 5T K 2 2R F A% G 0 2k T I 52 N Bn A2 AT 0 A 4 00 2% B AR gt e 1) e ) 485 2R 7
5o R 2 GNMEE AR A TR RAUR R — AR R, AN BEAMAE T wA — w1
A BIME AR B, R XA AR DU T 55 0 W I BNL A R B KM S5 K EEA R . &
WHFLL TR T 7 3 55 I 1R 2 G 28 SO, IESE 7T RS e BTt T
Ak AL B ARBL T AL & BAOT T RIML S SRTHER . 5, e T AR RN RGN
R o ANTF T CAT W FT K 22 2R M DX T (1 P s 2R 5 R B vl 7 78 55 1) BB, AR SC DA B 3 O Y
JE WIAT A5 BAE Sy Aol B 7R 55 M L o il %48 AR 5 MR L s 3 i o) RIS, AL AT
CAS A ST BIE ST 45 8 SE I R A5 ATHERR o 55 =, W ST 45 18 0 ACSRPE RTINS bk B o . AR 7E 4 0 B0
K H 2019 0] 2 E IR 2 Gk A X 2 2100 2 X AL A, S BT IR BLRA A
AR, IF AT RUSCBR 2 5 31k % Bl S8 it 5 3R 2 @Mk Al (1 52 BfR L o

AT T 2 FIRME R TN RITRE 2 QD 28 5000 — € MER AR %, IR
LIRS A R80T, R 5 5 A A T M AR ) P 1, e BE P R S5 AR S T AR, R AR R
THEL BT TR I PRS0 5 v P 0 AR A b X P LB IR0 it 5t S 5, K SR R AR
72 i, PEARELIR VN TTME S T I W B R ) RS A e R Bl R . FRUC BT RE A AN D
R 2 GV AR K BT 55 91N B Ak e T A X R R, M BURF BAR LR\ I R s AR
PE G B (0 B TR S5 BE I, D FL R A b I 3l R B P 2 it % < AN BOR S, I BRI B 5 K IR
BARE AR ol, B EY KA B RIE A AL R4 B, A4 /IR 2 Gk & 2 T8 () A7 189 s
B o, AKX N A AE R B T I B R = . S7sh oA eh . ORGSR R, 2 BN
SIAE M 5 EIEAETT I T LA Bk RR, UHREROT IS TR, JF HEUmIH A A3
N, 38 IR X R T T 55 T B B A RS .

R, AW TS AL T HIRRE RG], ASCRIIT T TR SRR 2 Ak
GUII = A BL o T BRI S5 ML I & R 25 8 1 B SXBURAE B R SRIRE 13 5
LA FH I E BRI Lo AR BIHE T AT LR HAb R i BRI CHean @l 2z 23D 83 3/ 5
B (RO DCE R AL MBS AR X T 7 SR 2 SNSRI . Xt TR 2 Gk & f 7
T 55 B ASE FH A SR W 1) 17 T 80 ¥ 5 MO (1% 00 1T 804 2 B8 A 1K) L Y B % BT I L T T A5 A
MY, TERFFCIT b, T S A R AR Py AR I, A 0 D B O TR L T AR K
USSR AN Hr o X BEERA 5 T Ja St e it — 2D et

VEHIRWIE LR KR AR
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The Impact and Mechanism of E-Commerce on
the Business Performance of Return Migrant

Entrepreneurs
HE Xiao-bin, LIU Jian-kun, WANG Yi

(School of Social Sciences, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract: Do the spread of the Internet and E-commerce in the rural region help reduce the “digital divide” between urban
and rural areas? Drawing on a national survey of return migrant entrepreneurs in 2019, this paper examines the effects of
E-commerce on business performance of return migrant entrepreneurs. It is found that E-commerce significantly improves
the performance of new ventures created by return migrants. This conclusion is still valid after endogenous problems have
been carefully addressed. This suggests that E-commerce can reduce the urban-rural digital divide, but enlarge the digital
divide between return migrant entrepreneurs. It is also found E-commerce can improve the new venture performance by
enhancing policy information acquisition advantages, expanding the network of market relationships, and strengthening
risk-bearing capabilities. In addition, E-commerce has a greater effect on the operating performance of new ventures in
the central and western regions, medium-and-large sized new ventures, and in new ventures in the primary and secondary
industries. The policy implication is that relevant government departments should continue to facilitate Internet
technology innovation, expand the Internet penetration rate in rural areas in the central and western regions, and
strengthen E-commerce training for small businesses, which will promote high-quality rural economic development and
reduce the “digital divide” among different entrepreneurs, enterprises, industries, and regions.

Keywords: Return Migrant Entrepreneurship; E-commerce; Virtual Social Network; Digital Divide; New Venture

Performance



